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E SSAYo on tragedy. Addreſſed” to Henry St. 
John, Lord Viſcount Bolingbroke. | Page 1 
Of love-intrigues in * In a lett | 10 fa- 
ther Pore. e 
A defence of the laws of the drama, ailing /- 
the unities of  aftion,- place and time; againſt | 
the opinion of monſlenr * de la Motte,” Si i 


LES 


he preface to Oedipus. 26 
Of elegance of expreſſion 1 igen. me 
preface to Herod and Mariamne. 48 
Of ſimplicity in tragedy, | etc. * Addreffe, to Sir 
Everad Falkener, an Engliſh therchant, Te. 
fixed to the tragedy of rn. 86 
of delicacy and Jecenty in tra dy,” ete. In a 
ſecond letter to Sir Everard Falkener, ambaſ- 
ſador at Conſtantinople. Taken from the 
ſecond edition of Zara. 6 
Of the advantage of literature to ladies of qua. 
ty. In a letter to the marchibnefs du Cha- 


ſtelet, on eee ber the ee 


* — 


of envy that attends merit and fucceſs in 48 . 5 


.  terature. To a preliminary ec 10 the 
tragedy of Alzira. 2 „ 
A defence of the tragedy of omet, 

the charge of encouraging fanatiiſin. "wan. 


4 ' The TI | ED vs A 
4 6 * 4x kN N ** 
* 7 Ps > * 8 N * 
* X 4 * * . © 55 7 
. A 
* 93 is n & | 
„ * „ 4 . 1 ” 
g 4 1 d n 
| 1 * 9 4 $ 5.0 
7 . 2 * 8 1 5 ! y 
— ——̃ I þ þ 4 wh 4 EP eons 
yy — 9 — " 8 = ” 1 * 1 — - * N 2 * 
* 
—.— 


— 2 RERTD re 


a 


er 


——_— MM. 


14 
— 


. ˙ ee Ra, 


oy 
— 


——_— 
— 4 — oy 


= 


Tren. 


* 
— 


. 


— l at w 4 ——— YI" GE 
OTE DSTI A Gs Ae — 
— - — — 2 — fe 


> renee, 


XI 


— — — —ä 


.. 1 
— Ar 


. . 
mY * TRE * 4 * — W I 9 FOG 4 * IRE * * te She . 8 * 5 N 9 * 0 * — * 8 * "FS WP PR? 
RR SS IL WE". x 3 3 et 25 N * : 1 Ate 6/8 
r 1 * ' : \ . N r a 1 
YA. | 3-8 5 . : : 7 ' . 1 F : f * 7 n 
COR" P KS 9 — > : $> * , . * A os a 5 8 © wee? 9 
0 3 o 3 : | 
p — 0 1 + . * " : # 4 
N * ”; WF wy : . . * ' ” 4 . 
: w 4 2 5 Y — 2 4 1 
— 0 - ry 1 
- % 5 : 3 | * 
- n . ; Re N ! 
„ * Ll 
- 4 
% 


* GO N TEN 
aa advertiſement prefixed to the tragedy of Ma- 

| bomet, of the year 1742. Page 92 
On the ſame ſubject. In a _ to the ag of . 0 
Prom... ©--- 98 

A letter to pope Benedict the fourteenth, on 
ſending him the tragedy of Mahomet. 107 

A letter from the ſovereign pontiff, Benedict the 


fourteenth, to Mr. de Voltaire. 108 
A letter to his Holineſs, in anſwer to the former. 
110 


Of the exceſſive delicacy of the French taſte in 
their dramatic repreſentations. In a letter 

to the marquis Seipio Maffei, author of the- 
Italian Merope, and of ſeveral other celebrat- 

ed performances IIS 
Of Shakeſpear; and the taſte of the Engliſh in 
their theatrical entertainments. In a preface 

to the tragedy of Caeſar, 1738. 129 
A diſſertation on antient and modern tragedy. 
Addreſſed to his eminence cardinal Querini, _ 
a noble Venetian, biſhop of Breſcia, and li- 
brarian of the Vatican. _ 5 {22 
Of the contraſt of merry and affecting ſenti- 
ments, and of * cauſe of laughter in co- 

+, Wy. 5 
of the proper province of wands and of come- 
dy. In the preface to the comedy of Na- 
nine Wl 

of the excellencies of the Greek, and defecbs of 

| the French draina. In a letter to her ſerene 
highneſs the ducheſs of Maine. 172 

of the Chineſe 9 In the dedication of 
; the Orphan of China to Lox duke of 
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An BY a play. repreſented. at Paris, it is. 
1 not, my lord, chat there are wanting 


in France men of great merit, and excellent. 


judges, to whom I might have paid that hoe), 


mage. But, you know, the tragedy of Bru- 
tus f was begun in England: vou re er, 
when I, was retired to Wandſworth at my good. 
friend, Sir Everard Falkener 3, that worthy and 
virtuops patriot, I applied myſelf to write, in, 
Engliſh Proſe, the firſt act of this play, pretty 
much in the fame, manner as it now ane in 


. There is an Engliſh Brutus by an author ns 
1 but it is a perfornmance Ks, ts and never 
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e t 2, I | 
| theFrench verſe. Tſpoke to you * it forneth Wa 
and we were both ſurprized that no Engliſh : writer 


had handled this ſubject, which is ſo extremely 


well adapted to your theatre. You emboldened 

me to continue adde ſo ſulgeptible f 

ſentiments. * 72 k A * 
Give me leave then, my lord, to offer you 


Brutus, though wrote in a foreign tongue, 5 


docte Jermones riſque linguee, to you WhO 
could give me inſtructions in the French as well 
as in the Engliſh; to you, who, at leaſt, 


might teach me to add to-my vative language 
that energy and force which a noble liberty of _ 


thinking inſpires: for the vigorous ſentiments of 
the ſoul paſs always to the tongue; a ſtrength 


of mind always commands a ſtrength of expreſ- 


ſion. I muſt own that at my return from Eng- 


land, where I ſpent a couple of years in a conti- 


nual ſtudy of your language, 1 found myſelf at 
a loſs, when 1 attempted. to write a French tra- 
gedy. I was almoſt accuſtomed to think in 
Engliſh. I perceived that the French terms 
did not offer themſelves to my imagination in 
the ſame abundance they formerly did. It was 
a rivulet whoſe ſource had been ' diverted ando- 
ther way: both time and pains were neceſſary 
to bring it back to its former channel. I be- 
came ſenſible that, to ſucceed in an art, vs, 
muſt cultivate it our whole life, 5 
What terrified me moſt, was the great 
ſtuictneſs of our poetry and the ſlavery of rhime. 
I regretted that liberty you poſſeſs of writing 
your tragedies in blank verſe, of . 
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pr of ſhbftening en all 1 Nee BIR. 
g fre, ol thi@wing one line into another, afd © 
ug new terms at will, which are always 
zpted"by the nation when their n 
_ bbvious, their ſenſe caſil) badete, iber 

ſound Stitionlous * An Enghth 
_ toſay;” is 4 free man, who ſubjects his 'Fingua ge 
to His genius; the Frenchman is à conftant 
dave to rhime, often obliged to write four verſ- 
es to convey” 4 thought, which in Engliſh can 
de expreſſed in one. An Engliſhmen oye vat 
he 10 ſay, but a Frenchman, 
can} The one runs o bol 45 
the other, loaded with chair 
in a ſlippery narrow path. 
Notwitbſtanding tbeſe reflect com 
: plains; We tell ve veokr be able to free ourſebes 
From: the yoke of thime.. 11 is elſentiaf to French 
poetry. Our language does not admit of tranſ- 
poſitions} our verſe does not allow of lines tun- 
ning into tach other, our fyllables are-incapable 
ane May's ch 1 by long of f ort 
4 6 2 e 4 
Ii mut be LR. at) i: Frs Ge ad- 
mittance of new words finds much more K 0 0 
. than the naturalization of a foreiga ſubject.. One er 
. markable inſtance 1 remember, Which is the word - 
Proſateur, proſe. writer. The famous . Menage, 
who wrote * much and ſo well on the French lan - 
guage, and of its origin, was very fond of Preſateur, 


* 


and laboured forty years, it is ſaid, among his brethren a ; Is 
rench academy to introduce this really - uſ e: 
ful term; bar Wirtiour ſücceſs. Tbe Writers a. 
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proſe from verſe, and therefore the addition ef 
Siemen is e e in French poetry. 

Beſides, ſo many great writers, who,. have | | 
made-uſe. of rbime;: fuch as the Ce oy Fe: 
cines, and Boileaus, have ſo aceuſſomed our ea 
to that kind of harmony, chat we can endure no 
other; and I muſt repeat it, whoever attempts to 
get rid of a burden which was borne by the great 
Corneille, will be, with Juſtice, looked upon, 


not as an enterprizing genius, who opens out 40 


himſelf a new road, but as a very Weak man 
unable to ſupport bimſef in the antient track, 
It has been attempted to give us tragedies i in 
proſe; but I do not ſuppoſe that this undertak- 
ing will ever ſucceed. They Who have more 
will not be;, eaſily. ſatisfied with 4%. . He that 
diminiſhes the public's pleaſure, will be always 
ill received by them. If, among the pictures 
of Rubens or of Paul Veroneſe, any body 
placed bis own: deſigns i in crayon, would he not 
be in the wrong to put himſelf in competition 
with theſe. paintexs? We are accuſtomed at feaſts 
to ſing and dance; would it- SE! CO merely 


to walk and ſpeak, becauſe” it ol WARS 
Sb 85 G 8 


f 


and more natural? 
It is probable that wes will he vr "hers 
_— eder in the "oY bene, wroul raging 


1258 360: ont © ti F 1 
* is French abe there 3 is, g aerally 9 


aboui the 1 i FE 43820 hich is called 
| Ceſure, and each bh act from the other, 
and called ale. . 9 1 
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1 C — 
. . 1 is even to a 
rhime, and to the extreme ſeyerity:of our verſi - ol 

fication, that we are indebted for the SO 5 25 | 
kei we poſſeſs in our language 

Mie inſiſt n thime ſhould-not be at met OY 5 
ere hought; ii muſt be neither trivial nr 
far fetched. We tequire the ſame 3 . 
exactneſs in our poetry as in our proſe; We | 
do not ſuffer-the leaſt. licenſe. „ „ 
never diſcontinue to wear his chains, and yer be | 
muſt always appear as if free from them We 
acknowlege for poets, only ſuch an nn fulfilled | 
all: theſe conditions. I £2" RR 2854 E 4 R 
On this account it is eaſi 0 ple -6 bad 
dred verſes in any eee ee, in 
French. The example of our abbe Regnier 
Deſmarais: of the French academy, and of the 
academy dene eruſca, is an evident proof of this 
aſſertion. He tranſlatedd Anacreon into Italian. 
verſe, with ſucceſs; and yet his French poetry, 
excepting a few ſtanzas, is extremely 
Our Menage was juſt in the ſame caſe. A 
many of our ingenious countrymen” have wrote 
excellent latin n en een is not | 
even tolerable! i ME $45 i 255 N 5 
e eee eee enn St | 
our verſification, in England, and the 4 4: 1 
es made me by the learned biſhop of Rocheſ- 
ter & on this puerile conſtraint, which, bibles 
tends, we: impoſe on ourſelves without any co- 
lour of neceſlity. . But be aſſured, my n a2, , 
the more a foreigner:is Ns ws dur lan 
e ie * 7 A 'P 72 33 * 
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| 72 F: 1 
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ry rhime which ſtartles him ſo much in the'be- 


ginning. It is not only neceſſary to our trage · 


dies, but it embelliſhes even our comedies. A 
happy thought is eaſier remembered in verſe than 


in proſe. Deſeriptions of human life are always 


more ſtriking when poetically expreſſed; and by 


verſe, in French, we muſt always neceſfarily un- 
derſtand rhime; in ſhort, we have ſome come- 
dies in proſe, of the celebrated Moliere, that we 
have been obliged to turn into verſe; and now 
they are never acted but in their new dreſs. 


As I could not venture blank verſe on the 
French ſtage, according to the cuſtom of Italy 
and England, I would fain, at leaſt, introduce 
ſome other beauties on our ſcene from yours. 


You muſt own, the Engliſh theatre is very im- 
perfect; I have heard you ſay, my lord, that 


you had not one good tragedy; but for recom- 


pence, you have, in theſe monſtrous compoſitions, 


ſcenes truly admirable. Almoſt all the tragic 
authors of your nation are defective in that ele- 


gance, that exactneſs, that decency of actio 


and ſtile, and all the delicate fneſſes of the art 
which have eſtabliſned the reputation of the 
French theatre, ſince the great Corneille, But 


your moſt irregular plays oe one great ma 
which is that of action. 
Me have tragedies in France that are elem 
ed, which are converſations; rather than a re- 
| preſentation of facts. An Italian author wrote 
to me in the following manner, in a letter on 
the theatres: A critic on our Paſtor · Fido 
« ſaid that this work was a collection of 'excel- 
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be would hy & the French trigedies, that 


=] 


0 260 T 


8 « ume epithalaminms.” “.“. 


I am aftaid this Italian is in the right” 


n delicacy obliges us often, to-recite — 
| ſhould be repreſented. We are loth to venture 
a new ſpectacle before a people fo inclined to 

turn every ching into ridicule that i is not t cuſto- 
The place. where way! are afted, and 34 
abuſes that have erept in by degrees, are another 8 


cauſe of that heavineſs which is found in ſome 


of our compolitions. © The benches'on the ſtage, - 
for the uſe of ſpectators, ſtreighten the ſecede, 
and render almoſt every action imperfett &. 


This defect alſo hinders decorations, ſo much 
recommended by the antients, from being ever 


rightly adapted to the piece; and the actors Gan- 
. not paſs from one apartment'to another before 

the ſpectatots, as the Greeks and Romans uſed | 
to do, in order to preſerve, at the fame dime, 


unity of place and probability. x" 
Ho- could we Gare, for example, 40 | Pe: a” 


* The 'ranſidcer is 1 d this great 8 5 
was correfed in the theatre of Paris in the year 


1759, through the means and at the expence of the 
count de Lauragais, whom it coſt about a thoaſand 
pounds ſterling, for the different changes and repara · 


tions that this reformation required. This . young 
nobleman is member of the royal academy of ſciences 
of Paris; he is remarkable for his attachment in ge · 
neral to every branch of ſeience and literature, but 


is particularly knoun . a chen and 48 4 om ; 
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THIS 


duce, on our cheatre, the ghoſt of Pompey, of © 
| Brutus' s genius, in the midſt of a parcel of 


young fellows, who never conſider the moſt ſe - 
rious matters but as an occaſion of manifeſting 
their wit in the cracking of a joke? How could 


we have attempted, among ſuch, upon the ſtage, 
the bloody corpſe of Mareus before his _w_ 
Cato? who ſays, 3 


Welcome, my ſon! here lay bim 3 2 friends, 


Full in my fight, that I may view at leiſure 


The bloody coarſe, and count thoſe glorious wounds. 
How beautiful is death, when earn d by - virtue ! 
Who. would not be that youth ? what pity is 3 
That, we can die bot opce 10 ſerve out an {oy 
Alas, my friends“! 

Why mourn you thus ! let not a private loſs. = 
Afflict your hearts. *Tis Rome requires our tears, 
The miſtreſs of the world, the ſeat of empire, 78 
The nurſe of heroes, the delight of „„ | 
That humbled the proud tyrants of the earth, | 
And ſet the nations free, Rome j is no more. 
Oberg! O virtue! O my country! _ 


This is what the late Mr. Addiſon ad not 
dread to repreſent to the Engliſh ſtage, and 
what has been tranſlated into Italian, and acted 
in ſeveral towns of Italy. And yet if e ſhould 
venture ſuch a ſpectacle at Paris, do not you 
think the pit would. be ee and the ladies 


ſhudder: of 


You cannot imagine how far they. puſh this 
ſort of delicacy. The author of our tragedy of 


Manlius took his ſubject from Mr. Otway's Ve- 
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the conſpiracy of the murquiſs de Bedinar; wrote 


by n che abbe. de gt. Real and give me least i- 
add, that, this piece. of hiſtory, equal. perhaps do I. 
Salluſt, is much ſuperior, either to your Otwey 1 
or to our: Manlius,, 3. 03 Wan eee bald Ji! 1 
Is the fieſti place, you will tahe notice-of the 140 
prejudice which obliged: our French poet todifs 604 
. Pei e e 164 
the Engliſh author naturally relates under che 110% 
| 2 It ws non thought ridiculous.on/ the 10181100 Bi 
ſhould: bee Bednoars nod. —— 111 


ſhould.: be named Jaffier, Pierre, and Elibt. 
That alone in France would have been ſufficient 
to damn the play. But Otway goes, ſtill fur« 
ther; he is not afraid of aſſembling the conſpira · 
tors, Renaud receives their oaths and promiſ. 
es, aſſigns to each his particular poſt, fixes the 
hour of maſſacre, and, every now and then, 
caſts unquiet and ſuſpicious: looks on Jaffier, 
whom he miſtruſts. He makes them this patbef 
tie ſpeech, tranſlated word for w 
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Never did f@ profound repals fors fore: run 2523004 60 
Calamity fo great nay, out good n, Je des 
Has blinded the moſt piercing of mankind; | 
Streagthen'd the fearfuleſt, charm'd the F reſpe e 75 
Con founded the moſt ſabtile : for we live, . 3 1 
We live, my friends, and quickly ſhall our life 
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E wht Mb. 7 x 
eaſe? he dares not introduce ſuch a' der 


perſonages on the ſcene,” and · is therefore obligs | 


ed to make Renaud, under the name of Rutilus, 
repeat a ſmall part of this ſpeech which, he ſays, 
he had before made to the conſpirators.” You 
conceive” from this very account, how much ſu- 
perior the Engliſh drama muſt be to the French; - 
though Orway's wo ann u e n 
ep e | 
With how much alfa I faw 1 in anon 
your tragedy of Julius Caeſar, Which has been 
the delight of your nation for a century and a 
half paſt? I do not indeed pretend td approve 
the barbarous irregularities with which it abounds. 
It is only ſurprizing that there are not ſtill great- 


er defects in a work, wrote in an age of igno- 


rance, by a man who. did not even underſtand 
Bo we mos: N e was bis genius K 


Moy ti uo! 


* This notion bath ning e e The 
preſent biſhop of Glouceſter has ſtrongly contended 
for Shakeſpear's learning, and has produced many | 
imitations and parallel paſſages with antient au- 
thors. 6 

I am inclined, ſays Mr. Pope, to think this opioi- 
on proceeded originally from the zeal of the parti- 
zans of our author and Ben Johnſon; as they endea- 
voured to exalt the one at the expence of the other. 
It is ever the nature of parties to be in extremes; and 
nothing is ſo probable, as that becauſe Ben Johnſon 
had. much the:moſt learning, it was ſaid on the one 
hand, that Shakeſpear had done at all; and becauſe 
Shakeſpear had much the moſt wit and kancy, i in was 
retorted on the other, that Johnſon wanted both. 
Pref. to Mr. Poye' 8 * We . 
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—— — 


19 them In the following manper: lies Half 56 


c Romans, countrymen, ; and Fe an 3 


Pens enuſe; and be ſilent, that you may hear. 
Believe me for mine honour, and have reſpect 
to mine bonour, that you may believe. Cen: 
ſure me in your wiſdom, and awake your ſenſes 
that you may the better judge. If there be 
any in this aſſembly; any dear friend of Caeſar's, 
to him I ſay, that Brutus's love to Caeſar was 
no leſs; than his. If then that friend demand, 


why Brutus roſe againſt Caeſar, this is my an- 


ſwer: not that I loved Caeſar leſs, but that I 
loved Rome more. Had you rather Caeſar were 
living, and. die all ſlaves; than that Caeſar were 


dead; to live all freemen? As'Caefar loved me, 


I weep. for bim; as he was: fortunate, I rejoice: 
at it; as he was valiant, I honour; bim; but. 2s 
he was ambitious, I ſlew him. There are 1 0 
for his love, joy for his fortune, honour for hie. 


valour,- and Seeth: for: bis" e Whos 


here ſo baſe, that would be a boundman ? If any, 
ſpeak; for him have I offended. Who is here 
ſo rude, that would not be a Roman? If any, 
ſpeak; for bim have I offended.” Who is here 
ſo vile, that will not love > his . If any, 
ſpeak; for him have 1 I pauſe. 
fora CI 1 
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done no more to ren | 


Brutus. The queſtion of his death is: enrolled: 
in the capitol; bis glory not extenuated, where= 
in he was worthy; . nor his: offences'enforeed, 
for which he ſuffered death. Here comes 


his body, mourned by Mark Antony : who, | 


though he had no hand in his death, ſhall-re- 
ceive the benefit of his dying, a place in the 
common wealth; as which of you ſhall not? 
er d ce e that a8 1 flew my beſt Tover 
for wyſelf::whew It tha [pleaſe iy OED Wy 
need beige b re Reer 51 20 e tes 

Romans, FEM: 2:3 905 11 

Live, Wees 1 live (PUSTE =; "Ou9 Po WEAR 

After this ſcene,” Mark Antodly comes to raiſe 
the compaſſion of the very Romans, in whom 
Brutus had Juſt inſpired all his ſternneſs and in- 
humanity. Anteny, by an” artful oration, 
brings back inſenſibly theſe proud minds; and 
when they are ſoftened into pity, then he Ace- 

vers to them the corps of Caeſar; and by a diſ- 
play of the moſt 'pathetic expreſſions, and moſt 
moving complaints, he ſtirs 1198 5558 to ebe ge 
and revenge. 

Perhaps the French would» not ſuffer upon 0 
ſtage a chorus "compoſed of Roman plebeians 
and artizans; or the bloody corps of Caeſar ex- 
poſed to the eyes of the multitude; and, that 
multitude provoked to revenge from the roſtrum. 
It is cuſtom alone, the governor of the world, 


that can change the taſte of nations, and turn 
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out :reflrition;;: Ae 
thinks, to thoſe blind men who. Wee 0 


roſe eannot. have [lively:colours;. bi 
feel the thorns, as they grope long Lippw 
But as the Greeksz2agd:!efpecially-1the cEnge! 


lic; have paſſed the i bdunds 2 of :decency, and 


given ſpectacles which: are really hörtible, When 


they only meant them tobe terrible; we French. 


men on the other hand, / as hackward as you : 


have been bold, ſtopt too ſoon for fear of going» | 


tos far, e times do not arrive at the tra- 
gle point teſt we ſhouldi paſs its limit 
-'1 am far ron: prapoſmꝑ that the ftage ſhouid 


betoine a ſcene of ſlaughter ani deſtruction, as 


it is in Shakeſpear and in his fucceſſors; uo, nor 
being poſſeſſed of his genius, have only imitated: 
his faults; but I date aſſert, why ebe 


Rt} Senath; width, ———— 
ed, and arifully repreſented; and, eſpebially, if: 
foftened by the charms of fine poetry would cre - 
ate a kind of 'pleaſure; of eee: 
at A whe Pant conceptio . 
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. Tiginal; how much wor juſtifiable and proper muſt 
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clefs. imbrued with blood when Achalia,ſtabyther- 
tſelf for hen loner, than: iq would he by Cuelar's 
murder? and i the er of the lain fon 
Cato nen belarechis; arker's ee 
Roman l. has been applauded; in-England 
aud in kaky, ho ane che greateſt N 
tizans to French enen if fh mel eli ö 
iche fer ſen bare not been offended, at in wh 
accuſtom tbemſelves, to 
2 Is not — fawe-rhrough. ll * 
| er mt dd niet or nee That 
oo Al theſe _ mY emerge. 
ae dee "oy dime, meet 


dhe 2 — Wire 
three unities. It would ſhew a want of talents 
and, fertility ta extend an action beyond che l- 
-mjtod time! and: place, Ae a wan, Whey has 
| hurried) together too many events in the ſame 
| 2 = fon, of this conduct : If he is ſin- 

cere, he will tell you, he wanted genius to fill 
his piece with a ſingle fact, and if he employs 
es apd takes in wo — ange 
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F Mien, de aſſured, it is becauſe ue dad not 
the addreſs to confine it to the ſpace of bie, 
hours, and within mem eee | 
N wer required : tid. 
It eis quite different with kim who hazardsla 
cre ful Hoeltaele'sh tei ſtage; he daes not᷑ mean 
16 go beyond the probableg and bie 'boldneſs, 
aur fon ſappoſini/a want of pihes in wbe tber, 
requires, on the contrary; a great genius to ren - 
der, by bis poetry, "that asion truly «great, 
which without ſublimity of expreſſion, would 


[appear beinous and loathſom : 


Tpzis is what our great Corneille once dard 
attempt it his Redogune.” He introduces a mo- 
ther, who, in preſence of her eourtiers, and an 
ambaſſador, wants to poiſon her ſon and her 
daughter in- law, after having killed another ſon 
with her own hands; ſhe offers them theempoiſon- 
ed Uratight; aud, on their refuſul and ſuſpicion, 
ſhe takes it herſelf, and ces) u he pelle ide 
Had deſfined for others 3 
Such terrible — peattifab: wich 
earition ; and it does not become every bo- 
ey to make uſe of them. Theſe innovations 
requite great eireumſpechon and a maſteriy e- 
ecufen. The Engliſh themſelves ullow; for ex- 
ample, that Shakeſpear is the only poet among 
them, who has been able to ka a wah HE e 
and ſpeak with any ſucceſs, . 
cer 50d 17 bis Pit Satis thin 255i vi. 
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—— battles; than which, nothing cart 
be more terrible, becomes at hſt:cold'rand tire 
ſome, ne repetition of them in 
r L - apnindgo WAN 

The only: play. in which Racine bas introduc. 
ed any ſpeQacle is in Athalia, his: maſter: 
An infant appears on the throne, his nurſe 
Nands:by him; and he is ſurrounded by priefts ; 

a queen gives orders to her ſeldiers to put this 
child to death, and armed Levites run to his de- 
fence. All this action is pathetic, but without 
ſublimity of ſtile and expreſſion, it ou, 
have been puerile and filly}. d het Biz 
The more! we aim at ſtriking the eye with 
pomp and ſtate, the greater neeeſſity we are un- 


der of ſupporting. it with elevated thoughts and 


the author is a decorator, 


— About thirty years ago u tra- 


gedy called Montezuma was acted im Paris: the 
ſcene opened by a ne ſpectacle : a palace way 
repreſented of . magnificent but barbareu 
ſtructure; Montezum appeared in a very fingu- 
lar dreſs; arrow - armed ſlaves were placed at the 


bottom of the ſtage; eight grandees of the eburt 
were: near his mujeſty, proſtrate” on the grund 


Montezuma begins the ra neee, to ln 
rourtierss” e to, £1572) 216,538 097 
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past, I muſt conſeis it was not Without Ibu | 
dread that I introduced on the French theatre 
the ſenators of Rome in red robes, and giving 
their opinions, - I remembered that when 1 had 
formerly inttoduced in Oedipus, a chorus of ; 
nennen rt ci r d wad tb ;\ 
eee 21H: ee eee eie 
0 Death! we all 4 thy dreadful aid: ate 
Grant ou r deſires, and m days? 


| 4; | 
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The pit, inſlesd of being ſeriouſly! affected, 


giving theſe lines to be repeated by actors who 
were unaccuſtomed to ſuch ſolemn dirges; d, 


inſtead of applauding the intent, the execution | 


was laughed at. This is what hindered me 


from making the ſenators ſpeak in Brutus, when 


'Tizus 4s _ before them; K 


grief of theſe fuberereif Rome, ho muſt have 
marked: their aſtoniſtiment, otherwiſe than by 
own en but which nenne 


eee ei N 85 <>: 
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gollages i in — am obliged for iti tomy 


ends who. think like you. They encouraged 

me to moderate the ſeverity of Brutus's:temper 
8 paternal love, that the effort he makes in con- 
demning his ſon might be the more pitied and ad- 
mired, They adviſed me to give Tullia a cha- 
racter of tendernefs and innocence; becauſe, if 
1 had made her a haughty Her ine capable of 
ſpeaking to Titus, as to a e h ſhould 


Rome and his father; adoring Tallia,” thinking? 
it his duty to be faithful to the very ſenate by: 
bich he thought himſelf injured, and e 
ww pur toon mom wo "IN 


5 "thy" 0 e 5 
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ot - authority Brutus "then 
would be , looked upom as 4 lebder of rebels: 
Tirus would feel me more morſe 5; Brutus 
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man mind. Racine is ſo very much 

thoſe who ſaid the fame things he did; e 
cauſe he ſaid then better. Corbellle is never 
truly great, but when his expreſſions are equal 
to his thoughts. Remember this! precept-of Mr. 
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bis is whatii is ade in a great many dra. 

matic works; which by the art of an actor and 
the voice and: figure of ati actreſs, have met 

with ſueceſs on our theatres. How) many Ul © 

wrote plays have had more repreſentations than 


Cinna 4 or Britannicus f but who has ever got 


by heart a line of any of theſe flimſy'performan> - 
ces, while every body remerbers Cinna and Bri- 


tannicus ? Te was in vain that the Regulus of Par- 


don drew tears from us by ſome affecting ſitua-· 
tions: the piece, and all ſuch pieces; are utter- 
by deſpiſed; though the authors 1 
their own praiſe in their prefaces. - 
I believe, my lord, you are 0 a howkt © 
came about that ſuch judicious critics ſhould give 
me leaye to mention love in a tragedy whichbears 
the title of Junius Brutus, and to mix this paf· 
ſion with the auſtere virtue of a Ins ſenate, 
and the- 79 1 itics of an ambaſſador kü 
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jatrigues of a:icitizen's: wife, und in abs dither J 
vou dament the unhappy paſſion of l 
-Inothe:: fame manner; love diverts you. in a 0 il 
' mance, and tranſports you in Virgil's Dido... 
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e. e the moſt ae ute cr. 
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ps to be:of 


fora. weight, is, that there wette then no ar- 
treſſes; the women's parts were performed hy 


men, whoſe faces were covered with :maſks. 


2 muſt have enen 


in their mouths. - vs 
It is quite the Steen n Tatden oh Paris. 
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I muſt own, that authors would have little un- 
derſtood cheir i intereſt, or little known. their au- 


-dience's in 


; if they had never made an 


Oldfield, a; Omg or a le Couvreur + ſpeak 
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but of ambition or politics. 
The misfortune is, that love in our theatrical 
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heroes is often nothing wore than gallantry: and 
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In our Aleibiades, a playyery well conducted, 
bor poorly wrote, and therefore little eſteemed, 
theſe bad verſes ſpoke in an enchan 
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In your Venice preſerved, old Renaud wn, 

to raviſh the wife of Jaffier, and ſhe 

of it in terms not very decent, ſaying, that N. 

came to her unbuttoned, &c. SELLS 

That love might be we 

ſcene, it ſhould become the n 


play, and not be brought Ane f 
cancies of your tragedies and ours, which are, 


both, too long ; it muſt be a paſſion truly tra- 
gic, conſidered as a weakneſs, and reſiſted by 


remorſe. ' Either love muſt be the cauſe of 
crimes and misfortunes, in order to ſhew'the © 


danger of ſuch a paſſion, or virtue muſt get the | 
better of it, to prove that it is not irreſiſtible, 


Otherwiſe it will be more properly adapted to 


With tender paſſion, when bly breaſt y was warm 
And ſoftly ſighing at the fair one's feet, %, 


By the dear language of her eyes 1 found © © e 


My love had raiſed new conflicts in her Hons 
When, by the with'd confeſſion of her flame, 


The ardor I expreſſed received new ſerength'; | * hf th 1 


In theſe ſweer moments, loving and beloved, 
I often felt that man is ſometimes blels'd | 
With happineſs complete: 7 
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that has been lately: publiſhed of the” tragedy n 
of Oedipus f. F have endeavoured” to throw | it | 
out, as much as poſſible, the filly expreſſions of a 10 
miſ. placed intrigue, which 1 had been obliged td Will 
introduce, among the bold and manly ſtrokes _ - 
chat the ſubject required. You muſt know, ii 
my” juſtification,” that young as T was, when 1 
wrote Oedipus, 1 compoſed it pretty much in 
the ſame manner, in which it will now appear to 
you. My head was full of the antients, and 

of your inſtructions; I knew but little of the 
theatre of Paris,” but was better acquainted with 
that of nens. l conſulted Mr. Dacier 5 who 
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* Prefixed to o the ere 
77 The author wrote this ap when be was bit. 
nineteen. It was ated in the cr 1748, and ran 
forty-five nights ſucceſſvely. = 1 
A famous French critic, particularly fond of, Fr of 

and well/acquaitited with,” the' Grecian 1e 7 
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viſing me to walk in the ſtreets of Paris in Pla- 
to's robes. It was with difficulty that. I could 


upon the agtorg f Pe 


accept a tragedy almoſt entirely void of amorous 


intrigue. The actreſſes laughed at me when | 
they perceived there was no miſtreſs's part. The 
ſcene of the double diſcovery between — | 


and Jocaſta, . partly taken ſrom Sophocles, ap- 
peared to ibem quite inſipid. In Mort; py 


tors who, were great men at that time, and great 
coxcombs, abſolutely refuſed to bring on the 


play.. I was then extremely young; I ſuppoſed, 
them, 1 ſpoiled the whole tragedy, by introduce 


ing tender ſentiments 1 in a ſubje& ſo little ſuſcep- ; 


tible of them... \ When there was a loye-intrigue, 
the players began io be ſatisfied : but were ſtill 
entirely againſt the important: ſcene. between 
Ocdipus ard Jocaſta. es and his imĩta- 
tor were both laughed at. ** argued the.caſe 3 


and. employed ſome. friends, by whole / intereſt; _ 


Oedipus was at laſt repreſented. One of the 


players, whoſe: name was Quinaut, faid; that to 


puniſh me for my obſtinacy, they ought to act it 
with it's bad fourth act taken from the Greek,” 


of raſhineſs 1 in me, to dare to undertaße a, ſubs 
Jett. Which. peter Corneille had already handled 
ſo ſucceſsfully. mg; pe wattage 
was thought excellent; but, for my part, I 


S adviſed me 0 introduce a e 1 
after the manner of the Greeks, which was ad- 


- Tub three or four times only, during the whole 


play. It was till more difficult to make them 
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_ they muſt be in the right. In compliance to 


. Beſides, it Was looked upon as the greateſt mark 5, 


—— 
found it la eee 1 ee 
ago 1 dared not fay 164: but no every body is 11 
of my opinion. It. is ſometimes a great while HR [ 
before juſtice is exactly adminiſtered.” The 196 140 
Oedipus of Mt de Ia Motte * tad rhelr proper 
value ſet, in a ſhorter time! The teverehd' fa- 1 
ther de Tournemine has probably ſhewn you 4 i 
the preface, in which I declare war to that author. [I 
Mr. de Ia Motte is à very ingemous man; he 17 
ſomewhat reſembles the Grecian wrefller, , [ 


when he was actually down, proved by force” of 
argument, that be Was the cofqueror:— n 
I entirely differ in my plmtons from t: de 
{nf Motte; but Jou hate radght me to Aiſpate 1 
like a gebtle nad, I write agalnſt hit in I cürbi! 
a manner, chat 1 geſired he ſhoöld be the Exa- _ 
miner of this very preface,"In which I endeavour 
in every line, to point out his miſkakes; and he 
bas bithſelf approved my little polemiſeat' ts 
on. It ib thiss wen of letters ſhould Jiſputt? 
and thus they would attack each other hdd they 
been bred under your care; but in general, they 
are as ſatirical as lawyers, and as choleric as jan- 
ſeniſts +. The human Jerters are be ecorne e 
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a of bis . is a volume of fables i in verſe, 

on a different plan from Aſop's ; inſtead of beaſts, 
he introduces and perſonifies, in a very delicate and 
moral manner, the different qualities of the mind, as 
well as the ſeveral — and the 
nnn + hit . 
A religous ſect in France, which, ike all other WR 
new ſects that are perſecuted, is OY 1 n 
zealous, and FO 1 
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ealumniate and lampoon each other. 11 ö ſur. 
prizing that people will take the liberty to write 


ſuch meanneſſes; you have g me how u 
live, as well as how to vrite. 1 Sh, B21 IF 
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| The Maſes ng May train,” + 8 wo Ak 
Are not an envious ſiſt rbood. 55 PoE 47 
Ambroſia is their conſtant foqd; '. 1 
_ Wormwood and bitters they Os: 3 
And when from Jupiter a call W d cn 
Brings them to th' immortal balls nt. $7 
Where gods aſſemble and rejoice 3 e 
There, ſpiteful Satyr's harſher hands: . 
LS Jove decreed, ] was never . Bay 
Ty mingle with the 1 voice 1. e 
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. my 7 hy "a 1 1 ſhall Frag 
ever devoted to you and yours with that tender 
acknowlegement which is due to you, and 
which your popils do not always preſerve... 6 


1 The ls: who has no fore of 8 to 5 
poetry, has attempted the aboye lines, merely to 
ſhew that the original was in verſe. The number of 
verſes, length of lines, and r return of os are e the : 
fame as in the French. Fe ANTE 
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— ' . publiſhed, was repreſented, for che firſk 
time, in the beginning of the year 1718. The 
public received it with great indulgence, and has 
often ſeen. it ſince,. with pleaſure; which þ aporb- | 
bute, partly, to the advantage this tragedy has 
always met with, of being extremely well ated, 
and partly, to the (olemaity; and pathos of . 
ſubject. Father F olard a a jeſuit, and Mr. de 2 
Motte of alf ne dem I. have fince Hkid- | 


feales "hich r have bn 1 8 It n 
Jon lower frag — per- 


formances. My eriticiſms, and, even * was = 


be - would appear equally ſuſpicious . of 
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* Ar. da; 4 W publiſhed. two. > Ocdipaſes 8 
1726, one in rhyme,.the. other in proſe. The Oedi- 
pus in rhyme appeared on the ſtage four nights; the 
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occaſion, laying down rules for the conduct of 


pauardon was a very correct, but weak; writer; he | 
| was particularly the rival of Mr. Racine, and not 
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I am ain leſs inclined to e upon this 


f 7 ' 


a dramatic poem. I am perſuaded that all the 


ſobtile reaſoning on this ſubje&, which has been 


ſo. much repeated for ſome years paft, is not 


worth one maſterly ſcene; and that there is more 


to be learned in Polyeuctes & and Cinna % than 


im all. the precepts of the abbe A Anabignac f. 


Severus { and Paulina { are the true maſters of 
the art. So, many books wrote on painting by 
men of taſte, do not inſtru a diſciple ſo much 


as ſeeing a ſingle head by Raphael 


The principles of the arts, which depend on 
the imagination, are all eafy and fimple al 
drawn from nature and from, reafſon. Pardon nt 
and Boyer + knew them as perfectly as Corneille 
or Racine. The difference always has kin, and 


ever with we. rs application” of then, The 


ES | Y 3.2 LE] es, 3 PO. {2 ; Ahn "3 TEL 5 a 


8. 


- * * — 
51 : { 3 7 4 2 23 7 288 
F& 2.07 „ iin 1 tte. 


* +/Two, Mp to hier 


2 1 


\& A great theatrical hte heats i Went 


ſituation - with our Rymer, who, not withſtanding 


all his rules, was, unable to write 4 a tolerable, play 


| himſe bag 


8 $ Characters in in Corneille 8 Polygudcs des ber 4 0 


"2 Two French dramatic Ae of 5 "Taft tort 


without ſome ſhew of ſucceſs ; but Racine has ſtood 


the teſt, while Pardon is entirely forgot. 'Boyer's 
m_ are e Ne than thoſe of Pardon. dert 
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Te Poulhn Ke fro "mA fame princi 
| 28 hes Vignon. It ſeems therefore to as * 
le purpoſe to talk about riles it the” head of 
play, as it would be, for 0 Nr t6 begin 57 
« diſſertation on his pictures, of for/arivaſiciart | 
3 W proving thar bf N 4 
7 aſe.” n K SAY 42 n 28 
But 35 Mer: the * Motte wants to  eſtabliit | 
"4 5 directly contrary to thoſe” which have: been 
followed by our great maſters; it is proper o 
aſſert the cauſe of . antichtlaws, not becauſe 
they are antient, bur becauſe bey are juſt and 
1 e and might meet in a man of his me- 
1 fit, a formidable. antagoniſt, . 5 £47: © £81 . 


MI. de la Motte would fan banih the unites 
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their lan iguage 657 the pre Jud 
deal with, 1 b 0 e 


maußze, and plant the. tüalian in fs dead; 
cultivate and civilize it with icnunerable * 


modulations, W he . borrow ved from the Lalian. 


By this means t the French muſic is 200: rfect in its 
© kind; and when you n as the Tta- 
| Han, you only mean that it dots pleaſe*you''fo - 


well; for there is ſcarce a Frenchman'who! not 
| wonder to hear you give the Italian ſuch a preference. 


-+: Monſeut: Rameauz I preſent Handel of *rhe | 


| | Frenebe who. NOW, no longer | rteliſn he muſic af 
: Baptiſta _ 5 | man 
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be other nations continued 2 great. while with», 
out receiving a yoke that ſeemed ſo ſſrict; but, 
ss it was a reaſonable one, and that reaſon g gets 
the better of every thing at laſt, they. ba all 5 
now bent to it. The Engliſh writers at preſent | 


affect to declare before their plays, that the con- | 2 
tinuance of the action i is the ſame with that of 
the repreſentation ; ; "they go farther than us, | 
: "WE who have been in this point their maſters. 1 7 | 
* - The learned of every country begin to look | 
44 upon thoſe ages as barbarous, in which, theſe 294 
'F laws were unknown. to the greateſt geniuſes, a | 
fuch as Lopez, de Vega u and Shakeſpear. They 
'P confeſs. the obligation they have to us, for reco- 
+ vering them from that barbariſm. Is it poſſible. 
1 that a Frenchman can now employ all his parts 
4 and talents in order to bring us back to it again? 
V1 Though I had had nothing, elſe to ſay againſt = | 
1 Mr. de la Motte's opinion, but that Corneille, 
if | Racine, Moliere, Addiſon, - Congreve, Maffei, 
ö have all ſubmitted to the dramatic laws which 
| he endeavours to ſubvert, it ſhould be ſufficient | 


to deter any body that was tempted to break 3 
4 through, them; but Mr. de la Motte deſer ves to 
de anſwered with, Renta, anther; than. with 
Bf ge nor ce 1 ö i . 2 Rig 2/3 
1 What is Aang performene ce repre: 
ſentation of an action. Why. 4 of two or 
three actions? becauſe the mind is incapable 1 
comprehending ſeveral Neger. at er e — 5 
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5 deigned to tranſlate. Neither Virgil; /Taſſo; 
1 Boileau, Racine, or Mr. Pope, ever took it into 
9 their heads to write againſt the harmony: of verſe, | 
nor Lulli againſt muſic, nor Sir Iſaae Newton 
againſt the mathematics. Some men bave been 
weak enough to think themſelves above their 
profeſſion z. but Howe rave to make their pro». 
feſſion contemptible. There ate too many 
people who deſpiſe poetry, becauſe they are not 
Sa ace with it. Paris is full: of men of un 
derſtanding, born with organs ſenſible of all har- 
mony, to whom muſie is but noiſe, and poetry 
but ingenious fancies. If theſe perſons find out 
that a man of parts who has publiſhed” five or 
fix volumes of poems, is of their opinion, 
will not they think that they have à right to 
look upon all other poets as madmen; and Mr. 
de la Motte as the only one, who has rerovered 
bis underſtanding? it is therefore neceſſary to 
FM anſwer his objections for the honour of the art, 
14 and I may ſay, for the honour of a country, bo 
1 _ © owes part of its glory, erf, ee ace to the 
i | Iz perfection: of this very art 
138 Mr. de la Motte aſſerts that rhyme is 2 barbs- 
26 rous cuſtom lately introduced. And yet all 
de people of the earth, except the antient 
bf - Greeks and Romans, have always rhymed and 
4 continue to do ſo to this day. The return af 
izhce ſame ſounds is ſo natural to man, that it is 
2 common among the ſausges, 28 it is at Rome, 
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marked fo many plays 3 on the ſtage, 
"which hae been afterwards deſpiſed in the e- 
"fer, 25 I anf afrad left thine ſhobld weer 5 
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But many more N yp £ 
ſatisfy the cool deliberate reader. ' A 250 
larly conducted will contribute, bat little to ar, 
end; and though it ſhould be affecting, yer - 
ven that will not be ſufficient all poetical per- 
formances, though Gr che in Ton of cry 5 


e e te n . Ga e *Y 
Borda, gravatar che Eſoß of the French, 
performed the part of Herod ; but he was then too 


old to ſupport this vehement character. e 
Le Couvreur, the beſt actreſs that ever exiſt 


played the part of Mariamne. This princeſs was 
io die by poiſon which ſhe was to take upon the 
ſtage. It was about the feſtival of the kings or 
wwelfih night that this play firſt appeared, and 2 
young coxcomb, who was in the pit, on ſeeing the 
empoiſoned dravght preſented to Mariamne, took 
into his head to cry out, * the queen drinks .“ All 
| the Frenchmen began to lavgh, and the Fu was 
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plot and the actors perform nee; Wh 


N + + F 


<7] 15 £33 25 E he 1 1 > £ 5 * 


e eee a6: a 
queen received; another Kind eee The play 
15 Nag: 1 55 8 ol 3 15 12 1 1 
| who eg to de zealous of the, 
N from 
7 he 2 — ir to the m 


738 7 2 


1 re 
1 3 


4: This allades 103 ebe | 


ing 4 king | by lot i in every company on twelfth-night, who, 
on- his part, names the queen. They often are at the en- 
pence of an entertainiivetit, and both highly honoured dur- 


ing that night x; when Wen 7 * it is proclaimed aloud. | 


| and their example followed by all their loyal ſubjedts, 
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his, cabal; it: ſoon fell into that contempt hich h 


it deſerves; and had it not been for the Phaedra 
of Racine, it would not now be Weeds, that P t- 
don; write one. 1008 eri | 
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much the ſame; in both plays: 
i in each; Theſeus is abſent. durin 
acts, and ſuppoſed to have ravelle 
Firithous; his ſon Hypolitus i Is rechne to quite; | 
Trezena, in order to ſhun Aricia Aricia whom he lovess: | 
he ideclates bis paſſion to her, but is ſtruek with 
horror at Phaedra's love for him; be dies in the" 
| farle mapner, and bis 4 governor | give the ſame, 
account of i it, 'Belides, the, perſonages of both 
plays being in the. ſame ſituation; tall pretty 
much to the ſane purport; but this is whar beſt” 
dilirigdiſhes'the greßt tam front the bud poet. 
The difference between Pardon, and Racine i 5 


ry 


1 


1: n 

| never fo Eonſpicyous, 3 when "Heir thoughts 
) BY are moſt alike...  Hypolitus's, declaration to. Ari. 
bl cia is a remarkable proof of this aſſertion· Ra- 
1 cine males H politus ſpeak in this manner: 
| "al ; me 2 d ee Ms 7 1131. . 5 b of Sgt III 12 #3 "I 
[fl] - Moigun with rand gciement kerl, - A 

: [i | Aux oy KAY So Ale er a ts 30, gedr1a 


Penſois toujours dif bord conchitþle lev enger; 1 


1 


Afſervi maintemar ſous Ia commune loi, ! Fin 74 


' Depuis: pres de chi ran ie _ 


Bann eee je ſais dechire, 7 


** 


— 


—_— 1 es pe aer A 


Tout: vous livre à Vepvi. le rebelle Hippolite. work 


Moi-m&me pour tout fruit de mes ſoins ſuperſlus, 
| & r Is 


$5 383 


* 


| ail in the following manner: 


Fi a; 


eee forever k. 
7030): enn og 


In, Perdom plays, 2 elan 


bs 


— 


4 
Wk 7 =P, = . v4 


1 Weben 1928: etc bits 
Je mepriſai Tumour, ej aden Dine, 5 
Salizaire,: faxci | I” 


ene dans, nos forets les lons et les ours. 


„ nis on il 


expreſl 


5 


22 \The N 


2 


= 17 to convey e difference 


and ſentiment 
ee ; 
he re ader mu allow 5 5 the 


A rravſlation 
* * Dunas; 


1 


in 


8 


4 


W 1 . 

„ 

BY 91 — 8 Js 2 e 
* 


E ©: 


diffgxc 


; IS 
by 1 633 4 
— 


"7 


à mes yeux eee 1 


WW 4, 


en 


6 21 t 


old 


Bie * 3 3X Ain 
being the ſame in 
e 


at- 


2 


— y'S. 


5 . 
1 * 
« 
* s * 2 
_ "P1208 ores 
I pag 2 


——— — 
ö . — 


n 


73 


wor" 
© „ 
222 


r 


_— 


A 


2 
— ER 


2 


[2 72 re 


S 
. 


— 


2 


Ar 
A 


. 
40 nat) Hae A wn — — — » + 04th - len & » * 
ue Dr en Aeon rw wy 


e ES, 


ah . a * * 
N CUE bo rus 4, 22 5 


e e 


P 


n ee rel S GOD. 22 
TCT 
Pd - 


I Err nine 


8 
r 
* 


u n nn. 


Depuis Tea j 
| Elle fit e nes 
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through each; for when the paſſions are to be 
deſeribed, nearly the ſame ideas oecur to every 
body; but it is in the expreſſion of them that 
the man, of genius is eaſily diſcerned rom the 
wit, and the poet from the ſcrib ble... 

To attain, to Mr. Racine's on in writ- 
ing, a man muſt be poſſeſſed of his genius, and 
take as much pains aàs he did in finiſning his 
works. What apprehenſions muſt I be then un- 
der, h, born with ſiender parts, and continu- 


ally afflicted wich diſeaſes, have neither an imd. 


gination to ereate many beduries; nor the 


to correct my faults by conſtant libour and u. 


dy ! I am fully convinced of the many errors. 
in che intrigue of this play, as well as in the dic- 


tion. I ſhould have corrected ſome,” if this-e- 
R could. dars Or: e but 2 | 


mits nl ee eee e 
We are ſtopped by the weakneſs of our on ta- 


lents. We ſpy perfection at a diſtance, and 


make but vain efforts to attain to it. 
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- hall not enter into any particular etiti- 


Gs upon the play now publiſhed; 'wiy readers 
will do it ſufficiently without my help, But 1 
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tanmitus, Phuedra, Mithtidates,” etc. eee 
In ties tire ſt ples the whole werd 
confined to the family of the hero who is repr 
ſented; The whole depends on paſſions 
the"equally Buy all mankind, and the intrigue 
is us proper fe for comedy as for tragedy. *Changs = 
only the names, and Mithridates is but only” att 
614 man in love with à young girl, who is allo 
paſſionately — by his two ſons; and be 
makes uſe of a a low charger to find cut which 
ol the two is bis happy tival. "Phacdr# W's mo · 
ther in- aw, who emboldened by her confidante 
Uiſeovers ber paſnon to ber ſon in-law who haps 
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from bis wife, and hides behind ſome hay 
2 xealt ſobjekts which Moliere Winde tte | 


led 8s well. as Racine, And,. in fa, the-jn- 


trigue of the miſer is exactly the ſame with that 
of Mithridates. Harpagon and the king of Pon: 
tus are two amorous old men: both h 


ſons ſor rivals; boch contrive-io the ame man- 
ner to find out the correſpondence that ſobſiſts 


between their ſon and nültreis: and both plays 
conclude. with; the 1 8 of the young fel 
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| Moliere and 8 qually ſucceeded in 


| handling this ſubje&t: the one amuſes and diverts; 
the other moves us with terror and compaſſion: 
Moliere expoſes the ridiculous fondneſs of an 
old mifer : Racine. deſeribes che foibles-of agree 
king, and makes them even venerable. Lars 
wedding be drawn by Vateau and le Bri 
One vill repreſent peaſants under an anf 
full of genuine and unbounded joy, at a mw 
meal, where reign immoderate laughte 
drunkenneſs: the other, on the contrary, 
paint the nuptials of Thetis and peleus, 997 
tivals of gods, and their majeſtic joy: and both 
arrive _ bs 0,176 enn ent 
roads. - F000 
We ey W theſes different. 3 
Marianne, The ill- humour of a, wife, the 
fondneſs of an old. huſband, che diſturbances 
cauſed by a ſiſter-in-law are in themſelves - of 
little importance, and well adapted to the eomie 
ſcene. But a king whom all the world have 
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love the arts are fellow-citizens. Y Thinking peo- 
1 ple have pretty much the ſame principles every 
| ' where, and form but one republic. Therefore, 
14 | aan, . to ſee a. 
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ER * Afterwards. neil at e 1 
2/48 + Thoſe who love literary anecdotes will be well 
1 pleaſed to know upon what occaſion this play was 
„ wrote. Several ladies upbraided our author with not 
„ admitting love into his tragedies. He anſwered, 
1 that if ſighing heroes were abſolutely neceſſary, he 
In} alſo 1 introduce them on the ſtage. This piece 
| HM was undertaken in conſequence of this promiſe, and 
; finiſhed in eighteen days. It met with great ſucceſs, 
and is called at Paris the Chriſtian tragedy. They 
often act it there in the room of Coracille's Polycuc- g 
tes or Chriſtian ewe | 
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follows their nigh, Fo in 
poſitions,” Atid it is on this account that vi 
gil made it his duty to admire Homer; he "Fg." 
lowed the path the Grecian bard had trace 
and became his — man decoming bis plagi- 
by ene ate t 2L4-Sb. -HING 
Do not imagine „e mall make a long K 
pology in favour of the tragedy I ſend you; 4 
might mention why did not give Zar a more 
determined | vocation" to "Chriſtianity before ſhie 
knew her father; and why ſhe; hides her ſeere 
from her lover, ete. but wiſe minds who love to 
do juſtice, will eaſily ſee many Teaſons without | 
my mentioning them; and as for the critics-who | | 
are reſolved not to give credit to my rguments, 
it would be loft time de ene itisfy 
them. e e 3045 * 3384 
1 ſhall why! be yar en dg u Piece 
which is tolerably ſimple, a wert to be conlider. 8 
ed on many accounts. This? hippy fimplici 
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father - Bromoy be miſtaken. in this point, h 
book, howeyer, is one of che beſt and moſt uſe- | 
ful in our language; and while I am 


1 
1 
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a particular eee eee | 


ln general,” his labour and his at. 


I return, and muſt ſay; eee 
of judgment and of feeling; not to be convinc-· 


ed how much the French ſcene is ſuperior to 


that of Greece, in the conduct, in the inventien, 

and in the particular beauties that are eee 

through our different performance. 
On the other hand, we — — 


and very unjuſt not to allow that gallantry; al. 
moſt every where, counterbalances and weakens 


Me muſt own, that out of about four hun 


dred tragedies that have been repreſented on the 


French ſtage, ſince it became poſſeſſed of any me · 
rit, there are not above ten or twelve hich are not 
founded on alove · intrigue, better adapted to come- 
dy than to tragedy, In fact, it is always the ſame play, 


the ſame plot, made up of a fit of jealouſy and a 


falling out; and unravelled by a marriage; it is a . 
continued ſeries of coquetry; a meer comedy, in 


which princes are the actors, and where blond is 
ſometimes ſpilt for form's ſake. heat 097; Sia 
Moſt of thoſe ine e nde ned 


that the players began to act and recite the, i in 
the ſame manner they acted in ebnen 


* Bale £4 


Nuen grave comedx. 
They contributed, e end to throw 


| into ſtill greater diſgrace; the pomp and 
magnificence of declamation were entirely forgot. 


e lich is, your beſt actor for. - 
* in Hecuba, in the | 


and in Electra? the mean» — 
would, not. be: under{ 


e loveisa paſ- 


worthy of the ſtage; 
the word love * 
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fan of rag, cad gy 
others, in 
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the ties of nature, The heart as, bur 1 1 
ed at a miſtreſs s 


| nia, are thoſe, Where Ciitemneſtra pA vpn 
daughter, not Wa where, | 
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— of ic amen Be — oa ; 
ed. it would be a hard cafe, that after our 
great maſters have ſurpaſſed de Greet in W 
many parts of tragedy,” "we ould not b | 
them in the dignity of the repre | | 
of the chief + obſtacles,” which binders: on dur 
ſtage any great and pathetic action, is, ide num. | 
ber of ſpectators which are confounded ''on 
1 the ſcene with the actors of the play. This 
1 | indecency was particularly remarkable at the 
1 firſt repreſentation of Semiramis. The” prinei- 
. pal actreſs of London, who was preſent at the 
L _ firſt acting of this piece, could not — 
ter of her ſurpriſe. She was at a loſs to co 
how people could be ſuch enemies to dei dun 
pleaſures, to ſpoil a ſpectacle without enjoying 
it. This abuſe was afterwards corrected in the 
_ repreſentations of Semiramis anid it might eufty 
be ſuppreſſed for ever. We maſt not i 
that an inconvenience of that kind 4s eonſidera- | 
* it has 8 France of ſeveral maſter. pier. a 
on the 1 ſtage, proper for action, 
5 as the other nations of Europe poſſeſs. 
But this great fault is not the eniy one mt 
E correction. I cannot be enough ſurpriſ- 
ed, nor complain too loudly of the little care 
that is taken in France, to render our theatres 
worthy of the excellent pieces that are repre 
ſented on them; and worthy of the nation 
which makes them its chief delight and amuſe- 
ment. Cinna, Athalia, deſerve to be perform - 
dd in a better place than in a tennis-court, at one 
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order or reaſon; ſome ſtanding on — 
age, and ſome in What they call the pit, where 
tdey are indecentiy crouded and preſſed, and 
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eee in play-bouſes infinicely more 
magnificent; better contrived, and wine more 
1 ert lle wan 7 ord 

How very diſtant are we: from the lll and 
refined taſte that reign, eſpecially-iv this poing, 


alt over Italy! It is à ſhame hat theſe; 
of barbariſm ſhould be ſuffered to ſubſiſt in- 9-6 
ty, renowned for politeneſs, grandeur. and opu- 
lence; as well as for the great number of its in- 
habitants. The tenth part of . ee 
every day in rifles, that are magnificent, [but 

uſeleſs and fragil, would be ſufficient, ito.) raiſe 
Public buildings of every kind, worry Paris 
as magnificent, 28 it is rich and well peopled ; 
and make it one day equal to Rome, which ie 
our model in ſo many reſpects , Thiswas one 
of che immortal Golbert's projefts; - I: flatter 
myſelf; that you: will forgive this 3 
in favour of arts; and of my country; and that, 


imitating the magiſtrates of Athens, a: 13 0 
and of modern I.. 5970 F —naiorie 
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fpations liber: t hood — dee as | 
public ſquare; the teriſtile of 2 —— 
- trance to a temple. It ought to be ſo m 
that à perſonage ſeen by the audien 
be fuppoſed unſeen by the oth 
the ſcene, according as it ſhould nme | 
| It ſhould pleaſe the eye, which muſt always be 
ruft fatisfied. It ought to be ſuſceptible of the 
. moſt majeſtic pomp. All the ſpectators ſnould 
houſe.” How can all this be expected on a nar : 
rom ſtage, in the midſt of x parcel of young fel | 
1 lows, who hardly leave room for the actors to 
1 perform their parts. ret, the. | 
7 _ greateſt number of our plays are ng | 
than tedious converſations: all Ade ae 
is often loſt, or rendeted ridiculous. - This - 
f buſe ſtill ſubſiſts, becauſe it was once eſtabliſhed ; 
1 and, for the ſame reaſon that people dom 
35 throw down their houſes; Pay ay coop con- 
ſcious that they are il contrived. 1 fo 
þ areſeldom corrected till the laſt extremity. 
However when I talk of dramatic — ; 4 
mean ſome ſolemnity, ſome ceremony, ſome 
play, and not ode of thoſe) zuin Mes that are 
jp rather childiſh than pompous, thoſe: reſources of 
F. à decorator, which muſt make up for the barren- 
þ _neſs of the poet, and which amuſe the eyes, 
4 When the talent is wanting to ſpeak 10 the head 
7 | or to the heart, I have been at the play in Lon- 
| don, when the whole ceremony of the corona- 
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"For 35 many r re: ſons Thave had 8 1 
to mention to you, my Lord, you ſee. what a ; 
bold undertaking 1 it was, to introduce Semiramis, : % 
aſſembling together the different orders, of the WENN | 
ſtate, to declare her intentions to marry; ;, to.re = 

preſent 1 the. ghoſt. of Ninus riſing. from his tom | T1217 
to prevent inceſt, "and & to revenge bis death; Se- Se ä | 12 
miramis entering into the famous: as ä 
which ſhe Rerſelf had built, coming — 
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It 18 to be apprehended, that fuck . pdt 

„ £ . 

. e ee to meer elegies and 2 
converſations, conſpired together againſt this 


yew. ſpecies of tragedy. It is mentioned in 


ry, that formerly in a city of Greece, there 


W who ſhould 


find omg new ſousceg af pleaſes 1: Here it was 
juſt the contrary. But all the efforts that were 
made to diſeredit this new kind of drama, really 
| tragical and terrible, have been-fruitleſs.: Ma- 
ny people ſaid, and even wrote, that there was 


| wo faith now-a-days given to ſpirits, and that 


the appari rition of ghoſts muſt always be puerile 
in the eyes of an unprejudiced people. | | 
antiquity believed in ſuch prodigies, and pet 
ſnall we not be allowed to conform to antiquity ! | 
Our very religion has conſecrated theſe extraor- 
dinary ſtrokes of providence ; yet will itbe ridi- 
culous in us to ſuppoſe them! _ | 
| The philoſoghic Romans had.obelefin ſpirits, 


in the time of the emperors, but young Pompey | 


- addreſſes himſelf to a ghoſt in the Pharſalia The 
Engliſh certainly believe as little as did the Ro- 
mans, in che apparition of ſpirits ; yet do they 
ſee every day with great delight in the tra- 
gedy of Hamlet, the ghoſt of a king, which ap- 
pears upon the theatre, on pretty much the ſame 
occaſion that the ghoſt of Ninus does in Semira- 
mis. Indeed I am far from pretending to juſ- 
tify the tragedy of Hamlet in every. reſpect; it 
N which would | 


pps OMB the 8 nds; 1 
of his miſtreſs for a 'rat, rus Him throw the . 
body; and in deſpair Fl 

ſelf. Her esel g Wel the Ranjha grave- 
probate 15s 4 e Md t u con 
low wretches,/and play as it were with dead men's 
bones. Hamlet anſwers their 'abominable ſtaff, 
with follies equally diſguſting.” While this is 
ing on, one of the actors mates the conqueſt 
of Poland; Hamlet, with his mother and "fa- 
mer · in · law, di ink together upon the fagef they 
fing at table; afterwards'they'q 
tle and death enſue; in mort, one wool wy 


this e ormance''for the pion ah wee, 


King eur bs prove, whate — might 
ariſe | from it; he counterfeits for his un 
private end, but nobody e eycrimagin d, that he thinks. 
he is killing a rat when he flays Polonius. If mon- 
ſieur de Voltaire will be pleaſed to recollect the 

ſage, you will find that he takes him for his el 
meaning the king, and that the rat is only mentioned. 


to ſave appear —— That Ophclia's grave is dug 
| upon the a cannot be refuted; but that very inde · 
corum produces ſo many fine fefſeQions, and ſuch an 


n vein of morality, as perhaps cannot be pa- 
ralleled by the ſcene Frangoiſe, and is, without doubt, 
warmer, and more intereſting, than the frigid, unim- 


paſfioned declamation of a more correct writer. I; 


cannot recolle& that Hamlet ever ſhocked me with 
miſcrable jeſts upon this occaſion ;- nor do I remem- 
ber that any of chem are ſuch honeſt bottle 
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cher with what. the dulleſt f ignorance could 
dee, ;cither Jon, ar dejeliabls. PN S lt cio 
We muſt, allow that, Laer dete, 
that Nie mie wan er all theſe; ſhocking in- 
of the mod. friking. incidents... k — 2 þ 
great effect upon the Engliſn, I fay;even, POR, | 
thoſe: among them who are the moſt. learned, 
and thoroughly convinced of the great irregula 
rity of their antient theatre. This ghaſt inſpires 
us with more terror at the very reading, than 
the apparition itſelf of Darius in the tragedy of 
Eſchylus, called the Perſians; And why? Be- 
cauſe in Eſchylus, Darius appears only to Fore. 
tel the mĩsfortunes of his family: but in Shake - 
ſpear, the ghoſt of Hamler's father comes to de- 
mand revenge; comes to reveal ſecret erimes: 
it is neither uſcleſs, nor aukwardly introduced 
it ſerves to ſhew, that there exiſts- an idvitible, 
power, directing the world. All mankind, who: ' 
have a love for juſtice at the bottom of their 
hearts, are naturally pleaſed, that Provi 
ſbould intereſt itſelf in in avenging ipnocence 
People will ſee with ſatisfaQion, in every age, 
and in every country, that the 8upreme Being 
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poſed to. put-us in cali Fans - God | | 
puniſhes great crimes by extraordinary methods: 
I would ſuppoſe the: piece conducted wich ſo 
much art, that the audience expects every 


ment, to ſee the ghoſt of a murdered prince e 1 


ling out for vengeance; and yet this apparition | 
not indiſpenſably requiſite to clear up a puzzled 
intrigue: I think, in that caſe, a x tho e 'of 
this kind would have a great effect, if "ll 
brought about, in any hoes en or 
place. po 9.5 83 1 Fs Ms 4 
Bauch is e of be b of. Ser. 
mis, if you' except the beauties with which 1 


was "incapable of adorning it. You may ſee 


from the very firſt ſcene, that the whole is to. 
be tranſacted by ſupernatural powers; 85 
wing is relative, from act to act, to this 1. 
idea. An avenging god inſpires Semiramis with 


| mates which ſhe would not have. felt in the 


courſe of her proſperity, had not the voice of Nis . 
nus, riſing from his tomb, terrified | her in the 
midſt of all her glory. The ſame god makes 


uſe of that very remorſe to bring about her pu- 
niſhment; and from thence reſults the moral 
of the piece, 


The antients had; often in their 
Works dleſga! of eſtabliſhing ſome great max - 


im; ſo Sopbocles finiſhes bis Oedipus, by ſay- 


ing that a man can never be deemed happy be- 
for his death. Here che ee rags eh lies 


f in one Enn, That 2 2900 my I Fi . 8 
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en can de generair of: mankind. des! 
fill more ſo? 1.0 the! —— 
ſeldom; but what 
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— Lear from lun hw 2 bdidtufn 
From mankind hidden. 8 b eee. 7 


There are th families in the world, to 
whom theſe: lines may not be applicable, one 
time or other. Subjects, the moſt diſtant from 
the general- courſe of events, 'may thus have 
the men amn ol all man 
kind. 

1 fe 8 var to the wngaly 
of Semiramis, the moral by which Euripides 
| finiſhes his Alceſtes, a performance, where the 

marvellous reigns more abundantly than in 
mine: „That the gods make uſe of ſurpriſing _ 
methods to bring about their eternal deſigns; - 
that the great events which pack an cop. 5 
| fine, my lord, it is murely bees this 
work breathes the pureſt morals, and even the 

- moſt ſevere, that I offer it to your eminence. 
True tragedy is the ſchool of virtue; and the 
only difference that ſubſiſts between à refined 
theatre and books of morality, is, that inſtruc- 
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ſources of pleaſure and entertainment, has a 
right to meet n e 


ſerve, in which the father ſcolds, the love- ſick 


dicule; while the other relations variouſly par- 
take in the ſame ſcene! What is laughed at in 
one apartment, draws tears from e, 
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the French ſtage; and he who finds out n 


If a comedy ſnould be the repreſentation of 
manners, this play deſerves that n It con« 
tains that mixture of gravity and e that 
ſucceſſion of ridjeuloupand rs _ wh 0 


theſe eng How many families: may nooke 


daughter weeps, and the ſon turns both. into ri 


of the next. The ſame perſon has often laugh- 


ed and cried at the fame ods in neben of 
a quarter of an hour. © , ; i 
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A very reſpectable re 1 * the bed 


* 


| 
_ Gide of one of her daughters, who'was'given-0s | 


ver, and ſurrounded. by the reſt of the family, 


uſed often to ery out, in the bitterneſs of grief; | 


My. Cod, reſtore her to me, and take away af | 
my other children! A gentleman, On 
ried another of her daughters, went up to her, 
and pulling her by the ſleeve, Pray, Haden, 


ſays he, do you reckon your Jons-in-law in the 


number? The grave, yet droll manner, in | 
which he pronounced theſe words, had ſuch 


an effect on the affſicted mother, that the left 
the room in a fit of laughter; none of the com- 
pany could refrain from TO the lute; —_ 
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| Drs Ae dens Kind; 
en other degrees of 7 | 
ate a different delight; but I have never obſerv- 
ed what we call the hearty laugh, either at the | 
play-houſe, or in private company, hut upon o. 
caſions nearly ſimilar to thoſe I have mentioned. 
Tbere are other ridieulous characters which 
. pleaſe us in the nnn nnn ae 
ONT ING 
\ The Gameſter g and e Cen 6; een 
Fern inex preſſible delight, yet ſeldom cauſe 
that particular kind of enen which makes us 
ready 10 burſt our ſides. "7 
I bere is the ridicule intermingled vi vice, © 
which we are extremely pleaſed to ſee expoſed ; 
but which ſeriouſly delights us. A Ae ung 
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IHIS tige e 1746. li 
25 s not intended for the theatre of Pa- 
nis, and fill leſs for the pteſs; nor would it 
now be ſent into the world, had not a ſpurious 


and imperſect edition been publiſhed. under he 


name of the company of. bookſellers of Paris. 
There are above an hundred 'vefſes i in.that _ 
which were not wrote, by monſicur de Voltaire. 
We muſt take this opportunity | to caution lovers 
of literature. from giving credit to any of thoſe 

editions, which. have not. been -publiſhed. uns 
der the author's eye, and by his direckions. The 
muſt give fill leſs. credit. to the multitude of fu- 
gitive pieces that come out under his name, or 

= wh verſes that are inſerted in the collections 
or magazines of the times, which are the ridicu- 
od conſequence of a triffing, vain and dange- 

rous reputation. Until a proper and correct * 
0h of all his works could be prepared, it Was 
thought ! to give into the: naps a a cre- 
_ ditable dkleller, 
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Among the very many pam ts that 2 
ſtantiy publiſhed in that great city, there was. 
_ OA diſtinguiſh. it from the 
It is an ingenious and well;wrote diſſerta- 
4 scademician of La Rochelle *, on a 
queſtion which ſeems to have divided the lovers 
of literature: I mean whether comedies of a ten- 
der, ſerious turn, can be reconciled to true 
taſte; or, whether they ſhould be entirely . ; 
ploded by the rules of criticiſm. '' This gentle- 
man is of opinion they ſhould; ant Conch 
with a great deal of reaſon the familiar traged). 
Subjects of that kind really debaſe the buſts, 
The true aim both of tragedy and comedy would 
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de totally forgot; and ſuch a performance would | 
be, rather, a mongrel ſpecies, the monſtrous off- ; 


ſpring of an inability to barons teu either true tra- \ 
Wa jadiclous ed bliles! with great | 
good ſenſe, all romantic and improbable intrigues 
in thoſe comedies, where it is attempted to un 
the pity and alfeffing concern of the Stat 1 
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There are few en ee 1 % 
Wu an in which there are not academies; or 
literary ſocieties of different denominations; ' T bet 
ſerve as honorary. recompences to thoſe who app! ly 
to the belles · lettres; many of the learned abroad are 
ol balf a dozen ſuch ſocieties. Monſieur de Voltaire 
mentions in ſome part of his works. that he 1. 
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reaſon vy our nation id not, at that time, pot. 
ſſeſs one tolerable comedy. The tragic muſe hall | 
uſurped all its rights - Molier 1 
lovers he introduces on che ſcene, à lively or 
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72 firſt play that preſerved any kind | 
iyi the declarations of love by heroes, the 'art- 


| ant lively deſcriptions of love, were looked ups 4 
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3 a Chineſe mandarin, which is all that I have to 
3 offer you. Indeed this performance does not 


ſeem at all calculated for you.” It“ makes n& | 
* mention of an hero, who has won univerſal ap- 


probation by the charms of his wit; who ſaved 
a republic that was on the brink of deſtruction 1 


it and who found out the means of conquering a + 
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Genoeſe. 
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that the molt valuable-perſonages an erung 
of the river Seine have never forgot me; it is 
certain however, chat 1 only conſulted the ſenti 
— money whey whoa WORE 4 el . 
* and Teens The heart is Tomnetimes 
miſtaken} but not-after* 1 1 
mit me, ' therefore, i hy pots tw ot happen 
to remain ſometime after its autho #346 ncquaint = 

poſterity, that as your uncle, — Nächelleu 
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Halle.. This Chineſe am was 0e apoſed in 
the fourteenth: century, under the. cer dynaſty 
of Gengis- Kan- % In Ata proof 
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: ran this great empire a ſecond time, in 4h6-h | 
{$18 ning of the laſt century, they ſubmitted-a ſecond- | 
Ti} time to the wiſdom, of the vanquiſhed; and 
F149 e onepeople; governed by the moſt any 
11 | vent laws in che univerſe; an event. worthy of 
a2a2admiration; and to mark this event was: he 
cCähief aim I propoſed in wxiting the following 
nmnmugedy. The Chineſe tragedy, | which, bears the 
n dn of: the: ee is choſen een eee 

| * Chineſe, hate cultivated, above three at 

|. Years, this art, invented a little later by the 
Greeks, of drawing living deſcriptions of the as 
nuons of men, and of eſtabliſhing ſchools of mo- 
1 rality, Where virtue is taught in action and di- 

4 i held in eltern only in the:yaſ Janie of 
Qias, ſeparatedfrom, and.unknown/to the reſt 
1 of the world, and in the ſingle city of Atl 
5 Rome did not cultivate this braneh of ſterarure | 
23491 Io! for four hundred years after wards. No trace 
n is to-be tend aer enge the ren os. 
I genius. and; Jnyention-)..;AGa.) has akrays | 
N been contepted with the fables of Pilpayx 
and of Locman, which inelude an entire y. 
1 tem of morality, and inſtru& by allegory exerx 
+ E281 B48 age and every nation. It ſhould ſeem; that bav- 
l iog put diſcourſes into the mouths of animals, 
5 7 was but another ſtep to take, in order 0 
introduce hatnan perſonages as Aſeourſing to 
ee.ach Other z and thus give riſe to the dramatic 
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na, than all the accounts chat have, or wil be, 
given of that vaſt empire! This piece, it mut 
de owned, is quite barbatous in compariſon to Et 
the good performances of he t times; bot 
it is a maſter-piece if you compare it 0 dur E - 
es uf mpoſitions of the fourteenth century. „ 

We mult alfo remark, that this pi 1 
10 the language of the mandatins, which bas . 
undergone the leaſt change; and that we. can ot 
© : hardly marr” the language that was Tpoken _ py 
5 | in France, under the fein of Lewis une Pes 
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| tinue fill to pleaſe, a. croſs the channel, and be- 


in the. monſtrous farces e dk Lopez 
de Vega which have obtained the name of trage- 
dies. It contains a heap of incredible events. 
The enemy of the houſe of Tchao i is reſolved to 
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wack Wm kt 


Lage, the Pyraenean mountains. The en 7 


deſtroy ; its chief, by the means of a great maſtiff, 


Which we muſt Tuppoſ: 3 18 indued with an inſtinẽt 
ol diſcovering the, guilty, as our 3 
is ſaid to have diſtinguiſhed thieves by the touch 
of his wand. This enemy of the Tchao family, 


Aimar 


pretending afterwards an order from the empe · 


ror, ſends to 2 chao a cord, a ponyard, and a 
cup of poiſon... Tchao ſings: according to the 
eſtabliſhed cuſtom, and then ſtabs himſelf, in 


virtue of that unlimitted ſubmiſſion,.. which | 
every inhabitant of the earth owes, by divine 
right, to the emperor of China. The perſecut · 


or puts to death three hundred perſons of the 
bouſe of Tchao. The only ſurviring widow is | 
— delivered of the orphan, which. is the ſubject of 


this play. This infant! is hid from the fury of 
him who deſtroyed the. whole family; and who, 


_ reſolved. to put to death the only one that now | 
remained, gave orders that all the children of 


the neighbouring villages ould be maſſacred, in 


order that the orphan might be included in we 
; general Nlaughter..... One would imagine that it 
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The celebtated abbe- Me bes chokn 
pretty much the ſame ſubjeRt for one of his d- 
matic poems that I have done; that is W | 
an orphan, preſerved from the general maſſacre 


-which paſſed under a dynaſty that reigned about.” 
nine hundred years before the chriſtian gera- 
The Chineſe tragedy of the orphan of Tha, 
is quie a differen ſubject. I have choſen one 

equally diſtant from both, and which is alike on- 
h in nume. I fixed upon the famous epoch of 
Gengis-Kan, in order to paint the manners of 
the Tartars and of the Chineſe, The moſt in- 


tereſting adventures are related to no fart of pur- 
poſe, if they do not convey, at the ſame time, a 
i deſcription of manners. Aud even this is but a. 
_ frivolous © amuſement, if that defcription does 


_ contribute to inſpire us with ſentiments of 
vir I dare aſſert, that, from the Henriade 
Wees and down to this Chineſe piece, ſuch 
vas always the aim I propoſed, and the principle 
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